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SIR WILLIAM MEREDITH. 


por 


SIR, Lichfield, fan. 21, 1775. 


HAVE long had the honour of ſome ſmall perſonal ac- 

quaintance, and been from your early youth an admirer 
bf your elegant accompliſhments. Very brilliant parts and 
great oratorical powers have, I know, been progreflively 
improved by à moſt indefatigably ſtudious application. It 
was therefore a great mortification to hear, that Sir William 
Meredith had become a patron to thoſe, who had ovidently | 
combined together for the purpoſe of deftroying our eſta- 
liſhed church. A church, to which I hope, and believe, 
myſelf attached by liberal, unbigoted, rational, and diſin- 
| B | tereſted 
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tereſted motives; a church whoſe vital amina are ſo inter- 
woven with thoſe of the ſtate; and the eſſential forms of 
both ſo admirably adapted to each other; that this conjugal 
tie cannot be broken, without endangering the ſafety of 
both. 


J am not ſo vain to hope, Sir, that any thing I can ſay 
will alter your opinion and conduct; but as the following 
diſcourſe endeavours to confine itſelf to plain common 
fenſe, and dwells chiefly on the dreadful confequences of 


the petitioners ſcheme to moral virtue and public tranquillity, 


1 hope you will indulge it with a peruſal. No attempt is 


| Here made to aſcertain the bounds of eccleſiaſtic or civil do- 


minion; what authoritative or coercive powers may be 
ſafely entruſted to the governors of any church, and what 
ſhare of private liberty and property each individual ought 
to reſign for the public good, might fill libraries with diſpu- 
ration ; and will appear as different as are the inſtitutions, 
educations, manners, prejudices, paſſions, and tempers of 


mankind. Fill ſome compromiſe is made in any nation, all 


is generally confuſion and civil war. But when, by the 
prevalence of one party over all the reſt, a tolerably rational 


_ confipadt is formed, and has been improved and matured by 
a length of ages; an attempt to break its fundamental arti- 
eles, is an attempt to plunge the nation back into riot and 


anarchy. For inſtance, had the petitioners prevailed, and 
the foundations of our church been caſt down, think, Six, 
what 
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what concuſſions of frantic fury would ravage the land, from 
ſuch numbers of {es being let looſe at once to combate 
for empire ? Atheiſts, Deiſts, Socinians, Arians, Indepen- 
dents, Methodiſts, Moravians, Papiſts, Levellers, Calviniſts, 
Epiſcopalians and Anti-Epiſcopalians, Trinitarians and Anti- 
Trinitarians, Liturgiſts and Anti-Liturgiſts, &c. &c. &c.? 
Will it not be like the burſting of olus's cave in Virgil; 
when religious hurricanes | 


— Velut ag mine fatto 
Qua d data porta ruunt, et terras turbine perflant ? 


There needs no ſpirit of propheſy to foretell, that the 
moſt enthuſiaſtic ſects, as moſt violent, would firſt gain the 


aſcendency, as they did formerly i in Germany, Holland, and 


England, till their tyranny, hypocriſy, and canting noh- . 
ſenſe, made all men of ſenſe combine againſt them. The 
Petition which you, Sir William, have patronized, ſeems 
big with theſe evils; and, if granted.in its full extent, would 
probably give birth to them all. Vou cannot ſurely think 
that there is no probability of ſuch conſequences ; ;3 and even 
any degree of it ſhould check a citizen and ſenator from 
wiſhing his country to run the hazard of ſuch ruin. 


Moeſt of us, I believe, readily allow many faults and 
blemiſhes in our liturgy and articles, ob/oleteneſs and Jowneſe 
7 * obſcurities, and, as is generally ſuppoſed, ſome 
1 B 2 intended 
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intended zmbiguities i in the latter, benevolently indeed but 
injudieiouſly meant to avoid excluding either conditional or 
abſolute Predeſtinarians.. But if this was the intent, what 
need of any article relative to them? This perhaps every ra- 
tional clergyman would wiſh to be annulled, and many 
other things amended, ſo that eſſential doctrines remain in- 
violate. But as to the objection of the petitioners to the 
twentieth article, which they triumphantly hold up to pub- 
lic view as a glaring inſtance of ſelf- contradiction, I hope 
vou will find it in the following pages clearly. and unan- 
ſwerably vindicated. 


Had curioſity bappily led you, as it did two very learned 1 
and lberal· minded lay men, the late Lord Lyttelton and Mr. Fy 
Weſt, to examine the ſolid reaſons which perſuade Chriſ- 1 
tians to eſteem the books of the New Teſtament to be die- 
tated by the ſpirit of truth, I ſhould not quite. Qefpair of. 

cqnvincihg you, that the fundamental ih of our faith, 
the eternal Exiſtence and Godhead of our Redeemer, was 
14 plainly, and demonſtrably. the doctrine of Him and his Apo- 
1 tles; and that many parts of the ſeriptures muſt be eraſed 
BL before we ought: to eraſe this belief from our minds. And 
certainly without a perſuaſion of the authenticity of both 
the Old and New Teſtament, our faith muſt be, as St. 
James ſays, Ie a- wave gf ihe. ſea. driven by: the wind. and 
Z 13 wes. Hel A RP ar 
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However, there is one, and that a very eſſential part of 
Chriſtianity, to which I doubt not your ſtrongeſt attach- 
ment, its mild, gentle, benevolent, and charitable ſpirit; 
and in whatever other principles we differ, though we may 
not agree in the unity of faith, yet candour, I hope, will 
never ceaſe, nor the bond of peace be ever broken, between 
the agreeable Sir William Meredith, and 


— 


his moſt obedient humble ſervant, 


THOMAS SEWARD. 
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THEY CONTINUED STEDFASTLY IN THE APOSTLE'S 
DOCTRINE AND FELLOWSHIP IN-BREAKING OF BREAD, 
AND IN PRAYER. 


MY REVEREND BRETHREN;- 


8 T having been cuſtomary of late for the 3 or 
8 his Repreſentative, to addreſs you from the pulpit, 
NN and not in the conſiſtory, T have ſo far con- 
formed to this practice, as to affix a text of fcripture to a de- 
fence of our eccleſiaſtic eſtabliſhment ; a text very proper to: 
build ſuch a defence upon, as it exhibits the firſt regular 
iaſtitution of a Chriſtian church ; for about three thouſand 
fouls being converted on the day of Pefitecoſt, they, with. 
the former converts, continued ftedfafily in the apofile's doe- 


trine 
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 #rine and fellowſhip in breaking of bread, and in prayer. Here 


3-1 


too we have a definition of what is neceſſary to the conſti- 
tution of every Chriſtian eſtabliſhment, the members of it 
muſt unite in the eſſential doctrines, in breaking of bread, 


and in public prayer. If our church conforms to this ex- 
cellent plan, let us adhere ſtedfaſtly to her if in any mo- 
mentous point ſhe deviates from it, let us ſtrive to amend, 


or elſe utterly forſake her. But I appeal to you all, whe- 
ther on firſt hearing the text, the conformity of our church 


to this Apoſtolic church did not immediately decur. As 


Popery had endeavoured to ſupport all her tyranny and ido- 
latry on perverted paſſages of ſcripture, it was abſolutely ne- 


 ceflary for a Proteſtant church to. form articles of proteſt 


againſt theſe; and accordingly a very great part of ours 


conſiſt of ſuch profefts. If theſe were neceflary to exclude 
the followers of the great Anti- chriſt, as our reformers verily 


believed the Papiſts to be, ſo was it neceflary to exclude all 


other dangerous Heretics, who by ſimilar perverſions of ſcrip- 
ture maintained opinions which thoſe reformers thought to- 
tally ſubverſive of the fundamental the eſſential doctrines of the 
goſpel, Foc Chriſtianity has its eſſential doctrines, without 
which it would be a meer name, a ſound without a meaning. 
The articles of our church begin with aſcertaining theſe : 
Firſt, the belief in one God, which ſhe has in common with 
the rational deiſt, though on much ranger grounds; and the 
z 8 diſcriminating doc rines of the goſpel, that Chriſt the 


Son of God was partaker of the Godhead of bis Father from all 
4 eternity; 3 


2% } | 
eternity; that he thok human nature upon him, and freely offered 
himſelf to torments and death, as a meritorious ſacriſice for the 
- fins of the world. Theſe twollatter articles, inſeparably con- 
- nected with each other, ſeemed to our Reformers to conſti- 

tute the very eſſence of Chriſtianity; and they as firmly ab- 
jured the Arian Hereſy, which denied both the divinity and 
atonement of Chriſt, as they did Popery itſelf. This hereſy, 
which had cauſed great animoſities and diviſions in former 
ages of the church, yet at the time of the Reformation ſeems 
to have had very few abettors either in England or Scotland; 
nor were the members of the eſtabliſhed churches in thoſe 
kingdoms, or of any of the numerous ſects who diſſented 
from them, much infected with this ſchiſm. But in the 
latter end of Queen Anne's reign it ſprung up afreſh; and was 
much encouraged in the ſucceeding reign for political reaſons. 
From that time, it has been propagated to a great degree 
amongſt moſt of our Engliſb diſſenters, and perhaps to a ſtill 
greater amongſt the clergy of the eſtabliſhed &irk or church of 
Scotland; nor has our own eſtabliſhed church eſcaped the in- 
fection. You all know that there is an aſſociation of ſeveral 
clergymen, who have petitioned the parliament. for an utter 
abolition of all articles, creeds, and formularies, by which they 
certainly mean all forms of prayer, adminiſtration of the ſa- 
.craments, and every part of our liturgx, or of any other li- 
-turgy whatever, which; have, ſay: they," or may be farmed; by 
human device, or impoſed by. bumari-autharity :: and they humbly 

4 Vessel the abſojute inconfilency. 4 them with the conflitution of a 
Proteſiant 


W 


" Protefiant church. A petition and ſuggeſtion as humble as 
it would have been to have requeſted the legiſlature to de- 
ſtroy and annihilate all the cemman and flatute latus of the 
realm, as utterly inconſiſtent with, the conſtitution of a free 
Nate; as tyrannical impoſitions on the conſcienees of men, 
ho had both the moral ſenſe of goad and evil, and alſo the 
[revealed laws of God, to guide and direct them. Keep the _ 
| dreadful: conſequences of ſuch a ſcheme out pr ad FR 
-many-plaufible arguments might be produce A 

ſuch a petition. as have been inventad to juſtify the e | 

For as the grant of the one would utterly ſubvert the civil 
government, and bring on anarchy and confuſion; fo the 
Aucoeis of the other would entirely deſtroy our yational, our 
materna church; that chureh which has long been the 
trongeſt bubwark both of Pratgſtanti u againſt Popery, and of 
up All her legal fortreſſes, hreak down. the gates of her tem 
\pkes, and open her agſtt and pulpits to every berefy exiſtent 
or poſſible, and even to the groſſeſt blaſphemies againſt God 
land his Chriſt, that the followrers- of a Hobbes, of a Hoolfon, 
ora Mandeoi#e;.;could invent: and utter. For what guard, 
hat defence doithefe potitioners offer inſtead of the articles 
-and/liturgy,' which may exclude the moſt virulent; Heretics,. 
or every. Fows or Tur, from taking orders in our church, 
dom being oonſtituted our prieſts and biſhops, and becom- 
ears -paſtors and teachers of the people nnn they. 
ee 2 . Der. 3, 1773. 
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offer to. ſigh their aſſent to the ruth of the Boly ſerlprurts.— 
I will not inſiſt upon the abſurdity of firſt proteſting againſt all 
articles whatever, as they do in the ſtrong terms, and then 
declaring ,that they were willing to fubſeribe what cannot be 
done. without an article deviſed and impoſed by human authority. 
But, omitting this groſs inconfiſtency, let us confider how 
very lax and indefinite the words are. Holy” ſcriptures * 
mean no more than holy writings ;, and though Chriſtians 
appropriate them to the books of the Ott and New Teftament, 
all others may affix their meaning to whatever writings and” 
books they moſt approve: if verſed in the philgſophic doctrines 
of antient Greaos and Rome, which many of our modern 
champions of infidelity ſeem evidenxiy to prefer to what we 
call holy ſcriptures, they may mean the doctrines of the di- 
vine h as exhibited by his excellent popils the divine 
trines of the divine Staa which 4 we + men above the 
acknowledgement of pain being an evil. They may mean 
even the ſacred Atheiſm of Hpicunus himmſelf, whoſe followers 
extol his writings as fat ſuperior to all human-compoſitions, 
as the works of a 96 ati not a man . In the ſame 

1 manner, 


Dre. . ſaid 88 dat Ae the ſeriptures was no- 
* This unguarded expreſſion gave offence to many, and an occaſion of 
triumph to the Monthly Reviewers: The explanation here which was un- 
doubtedly meant, fully clears.it from all obje&tion, | 
+ Lucretius is in ſuch: raptures with the founder of his fa, that he will 


allow no other God but him: 
C2 " "IP 
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manner, could we. ſuppoſe an Engliſhman to be a believer 
in Mahomet, he might readily ſubſcribe his belief in the 
boly forigtures,. and mean the ſeriptures of his prophet's 
Caran, ox, as it 1s: uſually called, the Alcoran. Again, what 
ſhould: hinder a religious Jeu from being ordained a 
preacher 1 in our. church, 'who might give an unreſerved aſſent 
ta all the books of the Old Teſtament ; which perhaps' is 
more than many, who call themſelves,Chriſtians, would do. 
And I am fully perſuaded, that there is not an article. of the 

whale ee . W many of the 'D eaters, or of 220 fl 


“ Omnia veridico eee n 
CQujus et extincti propter divina reperta „ 
„Divolgata, Vetus jam. ad exlum gloria fertur,” | . 


He life's true comforts firſt to mortals taught, 


. D And from truth's ſacred fount all wiſdom brought ; 
Tho dead, his works are ſun-beams to our eyes, | 
ee eee 2:14 50 
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[Again inthe begining of i Fit Bok us nd 1 
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6 — Deus ille fuit, Deus, inclute Mmmi, 


Qui princeps vitæ rationem invenit eam, que 


« Nunc appellatur. ſapicntia, quique per artem 


4 Fluctibus è tantis vitam tantiſque tenebris 
5 r In tam tranquilla et tam clara luce locayit.” 


A God it was, a God, my Memmius, he, | 6h 


| Who founded our divine philoſophy ; 


Freed us from ſtorms of horrors, rage, and wir, 
R n luſtre crown'd our fe, 
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clerical petitioners, would be more unwilling to ſign than the 
fixth, which contains the names of thoſe canonical books - 


which our church believes to be he holy ſcriptures. And, if : 


no article is to aſcertain what ſcriptures are holy, then, as 
we before obſerved, a man without a falſity may ſubſcribe - 
the words, and mean whatever books or writings he pleaſes. . 


But ſuppoſing him, with theſe gentlemen; not to equivo- 


-- 


cate, but to mean in general the Old and New Teſtament, . 


yet he reſerves to himſelf a full power both of interpreting” 
any part of them according to any ſyſtem, let it be ever ſo 
abſurd, which he has adopted, and alſo of diſcarding as un- 
ſeriptural any books,” or any chapter or verſes of thoſe books 


of our bible which happen not to coincide with his opi- 


nions. Even without this licentious claim, a Papi would 
as readily ſubſcribe his belief in the ſcriptures as a Pro- 
zeflant; he would only differ with us in the interpretation of 


| ſome parts of them. All other heretics would do the ſame... 


WWoolfion, who ridiculed and blaſphemed all the. miracles r 
Chrift, aſſerted ſtill, that he believed the goſpel itſelf, but 


interpreted all its h;/fories as ſo many allegories, not as real 


facts. He pleaded this, when proſecuted by the grand jury 
of our principal county: but this pretence did not then 
avail ; he was obliged, as I remember, to give ſurety not to 
publiſh any more ſuch blaſphemies. But had he then had 
the full liberty which theſe petitioners requeſt, of putting what 
interpretation he pleaſed upon the ſcriptures, what law could 


have reſtrained him from uttering his moſt envenomed ran- 
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cour againſt them, N from the preſi and the pulpit 91 
will mention another caſe ſimilar to this. The very inge- 
nious, though infamous, author of the Fable of the Bees, 
blaſphemed all moral duties, and declared them to be the 
meer invention and tricks of ſtateſmen, to render men more 
docile and ſervile to their tyranous impoſitions, which they 
called laws; who aſſerted virtue to be the political offspring 
4vbich flattery begot upon pride; and that it was fo far from. 
exalting a nation, that the univerſal practice of it would im- 
. poveriſh and ruin it, for that private vices avere pablic benefits, 
and the ſources, of all national wealth and proſperity. A 
Satan incarnate could ſcarce have invented a more abomina- 
ble ſyſtem; yet even he, when proſecuted. at the fame tris. 
bunal for ſuch. daring. impiety, had as plauſible a plea: as the 
former ; he aſſerted, that he decried virtue and morality. to 
magnify-Chriftian grace; that he ſtripped. human nature of 
her diſguiſes, and ſhewed her deformities, only to exalt the 
powers of the goſpel, which could raiſe theſe: human brutes 
into a ſimilitude of angels. Would the followers of this 
ſect, who, I fear, are ſtill numerous, have any ſcruple of 
ſubſcribing to this refined and,/ublimated idea of the goſpel, if 
under this ſanction they could have full liberty to. ſeize the 
preferments of the church, and pour: from its pulpits the 
moſt virulent abuſes of piety and virtue? | 


« 
. — 


Thus you ſee, with what a deluge. of Atheiſm, Deifm, Po- 
pery, and all manner of Hereſy, theſe petitioning miniſters 
I would 
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would overwhelm us, if they could break down thoſe legal 
mounds and [ramparts which our fathers have raifed againſt 
them, Should: their ſcheme take effect, that church, which, 
like the garment of its Lord, is as ſeamleſs aud uniform as 
our very learned and pious-reformers were able to weave it, 
would be torn into a.thouſand pieces, and become. a meer- 
patch-work of incongruity, diſcord, and confuſion. - As thoſe: 
reformers were mortal, they were liable to imperfection; and, 
I believe, every rational clergyman would with ſome altera- 
tions and improvements in our articles and liturgy. But no- 
thing leſs than utter abolition will ſatisfy our new ręformers; 
they diſclaim all. expedrents, all corrections, and amendments, 
poſſible, and cry, like the enemies of Gods temple of old, 
Down with it, down with it even to the ground. Surely they. 
muſt be able to ſhew ſome fundamental, ſome eſſential errors 
in our articles and liturgy, that they muſt be thus torn up 
from their very foundation. Let us then examine what they 
have advanced in proof of the contradictiont and inconfiftencies- f 
with which they charge the articles. Though the title of 
their paper ſpeaks of theſe in the plural number, yet after all;. 
the charge is reduced to a /ingle incon/iftency, and that I ſhall. 
prove to be meerly a miſtabe or miſa opprebenfion of their OWN» 
This inconſiſtency they ſuppoſe to be in the-tawentieth arti- 
cle, which declares, that the church hath authority in contro- 
verſies of faith; yet, both in the latter part of this, and in 
the ſxth, it is ſtrongly aſſerted, that the church hath no 
right to ordain apy thing contrary to Gad word, ar o en- 
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| five, any thing to be believed as neceſſary to ſalvation, 1 5 


not read therein, or may be proved thereby. Here they ſup- 


poſe, for they do not attempt to prove, that one part of the 


article directl L contradicts the other; that the church can have 


no authority in controverfies of faith, unleſs ſhe has a power to 
alter and change be laws and dofFrmes of the ſcriptures them- 
| ſelves. But the compilers of our articles muſt have had very 


different notions of theſe things; they certainly did not 


0 think that they both claimed and diſclaimed the ſame power 
in the ſame h“ They thought, nay, I may ſay, 


- they 


* This interpretation of the twentieth article is ſo obvious, that to treat it 

as obſcute, much more as ſelf- contradictory, ſeemed a ſtrange effect of ſhort- 

: fighted prejudice; for nothing but the diftinAion between the legiſlative and 
executive powers 1s wanting, to render it as clear as day ; and this difference is 

Known to almoſt every Engliſh peaſant. But the moſt penetrating human 
eye will ſometimes overlook the plaineſt object. Even that excellent caſuiſt 


and candid defender of our eftabliſhment, Dean Tucker, miſſed this diſtinc- 


tion in explaining this article. He ſeems to confine. the authority of the 
church chiefly to diſputative and doubtful points, to a power of determining 
the ſenſe of the moſt difficult, dark, and abſtruſe parts of the ſcriptures, like 
that in the ſeventh chapter of the Epiſtle to the' Romans. But if this be the 
. caſe, I can fee no-uſe, end, or purpoſe, of ſuch authority being veſted in the 
church; hat is in the original obſcure, authority cannot make clear; what 
will. fairly bear two or more different conſtructions, none but che author, or 


one inſpired like him, can ſay certainly which was the true one. The eſſen- 
tial doctrines of our religion are clearly and plainly aſſerted, and none but 


ſuch ſhould be deemed effential, - or become the ſubje& of eccleſiaſtical” au- 
hority. I ſay clearly aſſerted, for ſo a thouſand propoſitions may be, not 
one of which thou canſt fully comprehend, For inſtance, thou liveſt, ſpeakeft, 
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they new, that the power of making or enacting /aws, and 
that of determining and deciding in controverſies about the par- 
ticular meaning of any of thoſe laws, were powers as diſlinct 
and different from each other, as the legiſſative and executive 
powers are in the fate; for ſurely judges and juries have very 
conſiderable authority in controverſies of law ; yet have they 


not the leaſt power of enacting, altering, or adding to any 


law whatever. In the ſame manner the governors of our 
church have a declarative 'and an executive power with re- 
gard to controverſies of faith; they may declare what our 
church believes to be the eſſential dofirines of Chriſtianity, 


and moveſt, thy Jiſcourſe may be ſenſe and eloquence, thy motions activity 
and ſtrength. Doſt thou know by what ſprings thy ſoul gives ſuch fluency 
to thy tongue, or wields at will the ponderous complication of thy limbs ? 
Here thou art ignorance itſelf. Tis but a part we know, and not the 
< whole,” of almoſt every propoſition relative to all God's creatures: and art 
thou ſo vain to expect the whole nature of the divine eſſence to be clear and 
evident to thy comprehenſion ? To return from this ſhort digreffion. The 


© Monthly Reviewers, who make no ſecret of their enmity to the eſtabliſhed 


church, and the whole ſcriptural doctrine of redemption, triumph much in 
the miſtake which the Dean ſeems to have made in defence of the twentieth 
article. But they have not candour enough to acknowledge the truth of his 
excellent defence of forms of prayer in the ſame pamphlet; the want of 


: which, f in the, Church of Scotland, was long fince ſo ſucceſsfully expoſed in 


what the ingenious author choſe to call a Blackſmith's Leiter; that it con- 
vinced a large body of Diſſenters in Liverpool, who have formed a new li- 
turgy upon Arian principles, erected an elegant temple, and enlivened 
their devotion with that noble inſtrument, which uſed to give ſuch great of- 
fence to. the Puritanio part of our Diſſenters, 
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ind they are to watch diligently gift the adnifien of ny 
perfohs into the prieſthood, who do not expreſs their full 
bat to thoſe dottrines 3 and if, when admitted, they either 

reach or print any thing contrary to them, they have the 


power of ſuſpenfron, deprivation, and excommunication. Theſe 


ar ſimilar powers ſeem abſolutety neceflary to every eſta- 
blithed Tociety. An efabl ihnen without ſome executive 
powers, whether in church or ſtate, would be as meer a 


name without a reality as Chriſtianity would be, if none 


eould tell what were its eſſential doctrines. It is generally 
mideed believed, that theſe petitioners againſt the articles 
differ from our church in thoſe very fundamental dofirines, 
the droinity of our Saviour, and the redemption of mankind by 
the merits of bis death. A clergyman in a neighbouring dio- 
ceſe has lately declared his diſbelief of theſe, and has charged 
the church with iauolatry, for addreſſing to large or even any 
part of her prayers to Chrift; and if Cbrin be not partaker of 
the diuine nature, we agree with Bim, that our whole Iiturgy 
3s full of the groſſeft and abfurdgf idulatry ; and this gentleman 
ated honeſtly and conſcientiouſly in giving up his eccleſi- 
aſtic preferment, and quitting a church from which he dif- 
fers in its moſt efſential dbetrinesn. For whoever diſbelieves 
Chriſt to be our merciful Redeemer, our Lord, and our 
God, muſt be a hypocrite indeed, if he pretends to read and 
offer up the prayers f the church, which in moſt of the coi- 
ketts, and in almoſt every verficle of the litany, in particular, are 
addreſſed to him as God, So that the Petitioners intend a 
4 total 


119 ] 

total demolition of the Iiturgy as well as the articles, which 
are ſo perfectly at union with each other, that the deſtruc= _ 
tion of either muſt neceſſarily imply the ruin of both. If 
therefore we cannot prove the divinity of our Saviour to be 
the great corner: ſtone of the goſpel, as well as of our church, 
then is that church built on {ſand and ſtubble, and deſerves, 
what the Petitioners with it, to be overturned from its very 
foundation. I ſhall therefore employ the remainder of this 
ſermon in a conciſe defence of the divinity of our Lord and 
our God. An unbeliever in the godhead of our Saviour 
would ſtartle at this expreſſion, and fay, that I foreſtall the 
fact, and proclaim him God before 1 prove him fo. But 
the expreſſion is mot mine, but the genuine wards of St. 
Thomas to Chrift himſelf, and contain a ſtrang proof in 
themſelves; for would the meek and lowly Jeſus have re- 
ceived ſuch a title without reproof, unleſs it belonged t 
him? If he is not a God, it was not .enly the baſeſt atiery, 
but even hlaſpbemy in the Apoſtle. to utter it, and in Jeſus 
to receive it. O bleſſed Lord wouldeft Thou have com- 
mitted fo impious a robbery as to make thyſelf equal with 
God, if thou att only a-oreature like unto us, or even to the 
higheſt archungel in heaven -I cannot quate a twentieth 
part of the ſcriptural texts which aſſert the godbead of Ghri/t;. 
but I will mention ſome of the plaineſt and ſtrongeſt, ſuch 
as aſſert his eternul exiſtence, his omnipotence, and his omni- 
ſcience. IJ will begin with Chrift's own aſſertion of his eter- 
Hal 3 Before Abraham Was, I am, Jahn vii. 
D 2 | | This 


( 20 ] 
This remarkable expreſſion, taken from the deſcription which 
God gives of his own'felf-exiſtence at his firſt revelation of 
himſelf to Moſes, contains the propereſt and nobleſt idea of 
the eternal godhead, that words can poſſibly convey ; but 
apply it to any creature whatever, and it becomes meer un- 
grammatical nonſenſe. He would have ſaid, before Abraham 
was, I was; which would have implied pre-exiſtence in- 
deed, but not from all eternity. The Jews, to whom Jeſus 
ſpake, underſtood the words in their obvious ſenſe, and 
would have ſtoned him for-5/aſpþhemy, which he would cer- 
tainly have been guilty of, had he not been /e/f-exitent. St. 
John, who records this dialogue, more frequently aſſerts his 
Maſter's felf-exiſtence than any other Apoſtle, | In the Reve- 
lations he often heard our Saviour aſſerting his own ſelf- 
exiſtence. I am, ſays he, the Alpha and Omega, the 
« firſt and the laſt, the beginning and the ending, which 
«is, and which was, and which is to come, the Al- 
« mighty. Are there any words conceivable more ex- 
preſſive of eternal exiſtence? Before ſuch expreſſions can be 
tortured into a deſcription of a meer created being, language 
muſt loſe its uſe, words no longer be the vehicles of know- 
ledge, and truth be baniſhed, both from the holy ſcriptures, 
and from all ſcriptures whatever. We muſt no longer flat- 
© ter ourſelves with the enjoyment of the meridian light of 
the goſpel, fince we are till groveling in the gloomy night 
of univerſal ſcepticiſm. This remarkably expreſſive defini- 
tion of the eternal — of Chriſt is either all, or in 
part, 


ta 4 
part, thrice repeated in this firſt chapter of the Revelations ; 
and to prevent all poſſibility of ſaying, that he ſpake not this 
of himſelf, but as the repreſentative of God the Father, he 
adds, I am the firſt and. the laſt, which was dead and is 
« alive, and live for evermore, Amen.” This, in fimilar 
words, is repeated in the next chapter; and ſometimes the 
Firft and the Laft is applied to God the Father, as a known 
title of God in the Old Teſtament, which confirms its being 
a definition of the ſelf-exiſtent God; and many of theſe de- 
ſcriptions of the godhead of the Father and the Son are 
equally concluded with a ſolemn Amen, which contains a 
ſecond aſſeveration of the truth of the preceding ſentence. 
Well therefore might the ſame Apoſtle in his Goſpel ſay of 
his Maſter, that, «+ In the beginning was the Word, and 
&« the Word was with God, and the Word was God, the 
& ſame was in the beginning with God. *. After thus 
| plainly 
* The Socinians tranſlate Logos by reaſon or wiſdom, as it were only an 
attribute of God, or an Hebraic Periphraſis of the Deity. But moſt antient 
and modern commentators agree, that the Old Teſtament, as explained, pa- 
raphraſed, and tranſlated by. Jews, before the æra of Chriſt, ſpeaks of the Lo- 
gos as a real perſon, as the Maker of the world, the Son of God, and the Meſ- 
ſiah. Plato, who has been. called. the. Judaizing philoſopher, ſpeaks of the 
Logos ſomewhat in. the ſame ſtile, but probably meant no more than that 
archetype or exemplar of all things in the mind of God, which he and his 
ſchool talk ſo much of. But both Jews, and many of the Gentiles, having 
heard much of the Word of God as a great agent in the. univerſe, and not 
| having a clear idea of it, the Apoſtle John, in his two laſt books the Apoca- 
lypſe and his Goſpel, was more amply to explain the great myſtery of the. 
| Redemption, 


[ 2 } 


plainly aſſerting his coeternal exiſtence with the Father, he 
proceeds to demonſtrate his omnipotence ; for nothing can 
prove omnipotence ſo demonſtrably as the power of crea- 


Redemption, and to cloſe the code of the New Teſtament after the deaths of 
all the other Apoſtles. In his Revelations therefore, which were probably 
firſt written, he explains to the Chriſtian Converts, both Jews and Gentiles, 
what was the true meaning of the Logos, which they had read and heard fo 


much of; that it was a title of Chrift the Lamb of God, whoſe name, ſays 


he, is the Word of God, Rev. Xix. 1 3. After this, one would think 
there could be no diſpute whom the ſame author meant by the Logos of his 
goſpel, to whom he aſcribes ſuch tranſcendent glory, as being God of God, 

the Maker of the natural, and the Light of the moral world; that John the 
Baptift was not that light, but bore witnefs of that-light: and need he to tell 
Chriftians whom John bore witneſs of ? "This Logos, to whom John bore 
witneſs, was made fleſh, fays the Evangeliſt, became a man, dwelt and con- 
verſed with us, who beheld his miractes, heard his Givitie wiſdom, atid were 
enabled in his name to perform fimilar miracles ; and he concludes this noble 
deſcription of the word; thus made man, by ſhewing how much greater he 
was than Moſes; for the ritual law was given by him, but grace and truth, 

or the ſpiritual and true la, by Jeſus Chriſt. After all this, to make the 
Logos a meer imperſonal attribute, is to Wlicre to that ſenſe which the whole 


{cope of the paſſage was evidently written to diſprove. It is to interpret 


things diametrically oppoſite to common fene, it is to explain clearneſs into 


obſcurity; and while the Evangeliſt Would raiſe them from darkneſs to light, 
they are cndedyouring to extinguiſh his light, and involve his expreſſions in 
metaphorical abſtruſeneſs. This attempt has been "renewed lately by a 


Foreigner, whom the Reviewers celebrate as a great philoſopher.” But who- 


Ever can thus force the {criptures to ſpeak the very reverſe of their plain 
| meaning, need | give themſelves no trouble about 'ſubſcriptions to any thing, 
fince they haye ; a deſpotic power over words, and can make them take what- 
. Ever meaning they pleaſe to impoſe upon chem. | 
. tion, 


Ys 


( 43 ] 
tion, as, “ that all things were made by him, and without 
« him was not any thing made that was made.” If this be 
not a proof of omnipotence, it is impoſſible to give any proof 
of it, ſince we have no proof of God's own omni otence 
but his creation of all things. Here too 1s /e Hex, Hence by 
direct inference aſceftained ; for „ if all things were made 
« by him, it is manifeſt that he is excepted which did make 
& all ys St. Paul, in bis firſt chapter of his Epiſtle 
to Chriſt. 4 ' God, fays he, hath appointed his Son heir of 
all things; by whom alſo he made the worlds ; who is 
de the brightneſs of his glory, and upholdeth all things by 
e the word of his power. What more can be ſaid of God 
the Father, than that all-things owe their creation to him; 
and ſhould he withdraw his ſuſtaining power, all .things 
would fall into their original nothing? St. Paul further 
aſſerts, that theſe words of the Pſalmiſt were directed to the ; 
Son: „ Thou, Lord, in the beginning haſt laid the foun- 
&« dation of the earth, and the heavens are the work of thy 
« hands: thy.throne, O God, is for ever and ever.“ If 
ſuch a deſcription doth not imply omnipotence, no words 
can; and if Chriſt be not omnipotent, then were the ſcrip= 
tures written, not for our inſtruction, not to enlighten our 
underſtandings, but to perplex and darken them, and to 
lead us blindfold into inextricable error. As omnipotence is 
by theſe, and many other texts, aſcribed to Chriſt, ſo is 
omniſcience by others, I need not quote theſe, both be- 
cauſe 
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cauſe - the union between the two attributes is lei in- 
diſſoluble, and becauſe his office of being judge of the quick 
and dead, and judge of all the world, as ſtrongly implies 
omniſcience, as the creation of the world does omnipo- 
tence; for how could he be a juſt and infallible judge of the 
rational inhabitants of this globe alone, diſtributing mercy 
and juſtice to ſo many millions. of men, nay, to ſo many 
millions of millions, unleſs the thoughts and actions of 
every one of them are viſible to his all- ſeeing eye? when 
the thoughts of any one individual would ſurpaſs in num- 
ber the hairs of his head, and all the ſtars which his eyes 
ever beheld in the firmament. Who but the Searcher of all. 
hearts, another appropriate attribute of God, is fit to preſide 
at ſuch a tribunal? And this title Chriſt expreſſly claims ; for 
I, ſays he, am the Searcher of the reins and the heart,” 
Rev. ii. 23. Thus it plainly appears, if we reje& not the 
ſcripture evidence, that our Saviour is eternal, omnipotent, 
and omniſcient. And now let him who hath lately quitted 
our church, let all thoſe who, inſtead of quitting, as they 
ought to do, would overturn and deſtroy her, becauſe they 
think her guilty of idolatry in worſhiping Jeſus Chriſt, let 
them charge the holy ſcriptures with idolatry for aſcribing 
to him thoſe attributes which entitle him to divine worſhip ; 
let them charge God the Father himſelf with idolatry, fince 
he hath commanded all his angels to worſhip him; and let 
them charge all thoſe angels, and every creature that was in 
| Heaven or earth, or under the earth, with idolatry ; for 


John 


#4 

John heard thera-all, faying with a loud voice; 7 Worthy 

« is the Lamb that was ſlain to receive power, and wiſdom, 
% and ſtrength, and honour, and glory, and praiſe; and 
« again they ſaid, bleſſing, and honour, and glory, be unto , 
« him that ſitteth on the: throne, and unto the Lamb for 
« ever and ever. And the four beaſts ſaid, Amen; and the 
c four and twenty elders fell down, and worſhiped him that 
4 liveth for ever and ever.” Let us therefore, with full af- 
ſurance of faith, join this mighty, heavenly, and earthly - 

Hoſt; let us often fall on our knees, and worſhip him that 

ſitteth on the throne, and. the Lamb that r 12 Heeth 4 
with him for ever and ever. 1 
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Teſtament ; but there is an obj jedtion which may petplex 
candid enquirers, even thoſe who would ſubmit to the evi- 
dences, particularly the ſtrong aſſertions in the Revelations, 
if nothing in the ſcriptures themſelves ſeemed to contradict 
them. But there are many texts which ſtand in oppoſition 


that which the words convey. Theſe texts ſpeak expreſsly 
| of our Saviour as a creature of a lower order of beings than 
4 | tte angels, but after his reſurrection exalted above his fel- 
| lows, even above angels as well as men. The Day of Judge- 
ment is ſaid to be hid from him, and that his Father was 
greater than He: and we all know that inferiority always 
implies the want of ſomething of which the greater is poſ- 
ſeſled. Theſe; and many other things, are ſaid of him, 
which plainly denote a created being of limited power and 
knowledge; and conſequently, that the ſeeming demonſtra- 
tions of the PR of Chriſt * quoted above, nor that 
other 


A gumerits. all. rye the authenticity of the New 


to theſe, and force us to ſeek ſome more recondite ſenſe than 
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other remarkable aſſertion of St. Paul, Coloſſ. ii. 9. that in 
him diwelleth all the fullneſs of the godhead bodily, cannot be 
true in the abſolute and unlimited ſenſe of the words. How 
then can we reconcile theſe texts to each other? Can Chriſt 
be equal to the Father, and yet inferior to him? Can he be 
infinite and finite, created and uncreated, ignorant and yet 
omniſeient We anſwer in the affirmative, he may. As 
Chriſt hath two whole and perfect natures, the godhead. and 
manhood joined together, all theſe contradictory propoſi- 
tions may bs literally true: he may be equal to the Father 
in his godhead, and inferior: to him in his manhood ;. he 
may be infinite and uncreated in the one, though finite and 
created in the other ;: as: God, he may be omniſcient; as 
man, many things vrhilſt on earth may have been unre- 
vealed to him. In anſwer to:this, it may be aſked, why i is 
not this diſtinction· pointed out to us? Our Saviour made no 
ſueh diffsrenee, wheu he told his; diſciples, that his Father 
was greater than he. Unleſs i therefore: the, ſcriptures were 
calculated to lead us. into error, they would not have left 
expteſſions which . contradict: ſu material. a doctrine as the 
godhead of our Saviour, ithout fully explaining and re- 
ſtraining the meaning of them. Aud may not we, ſay the 
Socinians, imterpret in a reſtiaimedi and limited. ſenſe. thoſe 
expreſſions which ſeem to aſſert: the divinity of Chriſt, as 
you can thoſe which as ſtronglyoaſſert his humanity ? The 
reply to-this-is very obvious, that, according to our belief of 
Lite belag ferke and. perfect. Gad. thoſe expreſſions 
E 2 which 


0 f 28 1 | 
Which relate to his manhood are literally true, as well as 
thoſe relating to his godhead: But, according to the Soci- 
nian ſyſtem of his being merely a creature, can be true in no 
ſenſe whatever, but muſt be downright falſities. And next, 
as to there being no diſtinction made, which may: appropri- 
ate thoſe expreſſions which ſpeak of Chriſt as a creature to 
his human nature only: This is ſo far from being abſurd, 
that it is a. method of ſpeech frequently uſed in common 
converſation; for there are other beings which conſiſt of 
two diſtinct natures, the properties of which are as directly 
contradictory to each other, as thoſe mentioned of our Sa- 
viour. We ourſelves; for inſtance, conſiſt of ſouls and bo- 
dies. Now, if I ſay that we are all mortal, ſubject to ſick- 
neſs, decay, corruption, and death; every one would kno- 
that I ſpeak of our bodies, not of our fouls. If again I 
ſay, that we are immortal, active, incapable of decay or 
diffolution, but formed to exiſt to all eternity; no one 
would think I aſſert a falſity in either caſe, though they are 
the reverſe of each other, and contradictions in terms. But 
it is inſtantly evident to the hearer, that theſe latter expreſ- 
ſions relate to the ſoul. So that it is not only the language 
of ſcripture, but of common converſation, where different 
natures are united in one ſubject, to mention ſometimes the 
properties of the one, ſometimes of the other, without par- 
ticularizing them; each perſon knowing to which they are 
applicable, by the properties themſelves, As this argu» 
r from a plain and eidus analogy, en quite con- 
cluſive 
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cluſive.againſt this popular objection to Chriſt's divinity, I 
will place both the ran and contraſt cloſer to each 
other. 


AS MAN, CONSISTING OF SOUL AND BODY MAY, WITH= 
OUT ABSURDITY, BE SAID TO BE BOTH MORTAL AND I- 
MORTAL, PASSIVE AND ACTIVE, CORRUPTIBLE AND IN= 
CORRUPTIBLE : $0:CHRIST, BEING BOTH GOD AND MAN, 
is SOMETIMES SAID TO BE EQUAL, SOMETIMES INFERIOR 
TO THE FATHER; SOMETIMES Is CALLED A CREATOR, 
SOMETIMES A CREATURE 3 SOMETIMES IS DESCRIBED AS 
OMNISCIENT, SOMETIMES AS HAVING THINGS CONCEALED 
FROM HIM. i | | 


It may be proper humbly to enquire the reaſon why our 
Saviour, during his abode on earth, did not ſo frequently, fo 
plainly, and ſo amply, explain the nature of his godhead as 
his Apoſtles, and St. John more eminently than the reſt, 
did. The reaſon ſeems to be, that Chriſt's religion was 
like all other ſciences explained gradually, where the plaineſt 
truths ſerve for ſteps or foundations to riſe to the more ar- 
duous and difficult. The eleven Apoſtles were under a three 
years regular diſcipline in the ſchool of their maſter, and yet 
continued either quite ignorant, or faint! y acquainted with 
many parts of his kingdom, till after his reſurre&ion, and 
the deſcent of the Holy Ghoſt upon them; before which 
they had only a faint, if any, idea of the two-fold character 
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of a ſuffering and yet triumphant Meſſiah, fo plainly fore- 
told by the old prophets. When the reſurrection had made 
this evident to them, their minds were expanded, and by 
memory of what Chriſt had told them, by clear view of the 
old prophets, and above all by the immediate inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt, they learned and perceived how great and 
ſtupendous a Being their Maſter was. The Apoſtles fol- 
lowed their Lord's example, in their progreſſve inſtructions 
to the new Converts; they fed them with the milk, not the 
ſtrong meats, of the goſpel. They explained thoſe truths 
firſt, which both Jews and Gentiles were beſt prepared to 
receive, and had ſome previous notions of; ſuch as the re- 
ſurrection of the dead, and future rewards and puniſhments, 
the nature of the baptiſmal covenant, and of a ſacrifice to be 
2 propitiation for ſin. The great and ſublime myſtery of the 

godheadof Chriſt was not preached tothe Catechumens, but tothe 

Adulis in tha goſpel. Thus we ſee St. Paul did not dwell on this, 
either to Agrippa, or to the Athenians, or, as I remember, i in 
| any of his ſermons recorded in the Acts, nor very frequently 
in his firſt· written Epiſtles; but fully explains, and forcibly 
inculcates it, in his Epiſtle to the Hebrew. Chriſtians, which 
was moſt probably his laſt work, written half a century 
after his converſion, when the Chriſtians were very nutme- 
rous in Judæa, and moſt of them grown old i in the Faith. 

But St. John, who wrote ſeveral years after St. Paul's and 
all the other diſciples deaths, the moſt amiable, the moſt 
loving, and the moſt beloved, of all the amiable charaQters 
| amongſt 
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| amoneſ} the Apoſtles, who was the great prophetical Evan- 
geliſt, and who lived tq ſee the divinity of his Maſter blaf- 
phemgd by men who had. been ' baptized into the churg h of 
Chriſt, and profeſſed his religion—He, both. i in his Goſpel, 
in his Epiſtles, and his Reyelatiqns, iS ſtill more explicit, 
more frequent, and more forcible, than any of the former. 
| The two- fold nature of the Meſſiah . might well enjploy a a 
large Piſſertation, and might clear up. ſeveral paſſages tha 
ſem nafntarprered by many Commentators, 5 : 


The niir inculcated in the Goſpel is, we are e per- 
ſuaded, the chief thing neceſſary to the belief of i its myſte- 


ries. But while we refuſe our aſſent to any truth which we 
cannot comprehend the whole of, which we cannot do of 
the ſmalleſt being in the world; while we confound things 
which are above our ſenſes, with thoſe which abſolutely 
contradict them; this great myſtery muſt be a ſtumbling- 
block. I will conclude this Poſtſcript with a fact, which 
was publiſhed in a Magazine a few years ſince, and which I 
happen to know the truth of. An Engliſh gentleman was 
| ſaying to a learned and worthy Scotch nobleman, that he 
feared the clergy of the Church of Scotland were ſtrangely 
alienated from the faith of their forefathers; that Socinianiſm 
ſeemed to have made great progreſs amongſt them, and had 
driven many of them, as he had heard, into very ſceptical 
principles, if not into abſolute infidelity. Sir, ſays the 
nobleman, I doubt there is too much foundation for the re- 
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